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Bush Returns to Fund-Raising Circuit 

Mon Sep 16, 6:54 AM ET 


By SCOTT LINDLAW, 


Associated Press Writer 


President Bush ( news - web sites') is returning to the Republican fund-raising circuit after an 11-day hiatus — one of his 
longest breaks this year — as he campaigns in Iowa for Rep. Jim Nussle ( news , bio , voting record) , who is facing a tough re- 
election fight. 
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In his eighth visit to Iowa, a state he lost by a whisker to Al Gore ( news - web sites) in 2000, Bush is 
using appearances with Nussle, chairman of the House Budget Committee, to urge lawmakers to 
use fiscal restraint. Congress has not completed any of the 13 annual spending bills financing 
federal agencies for the budget year that begins in three weeks. 

A $157 billion deficit is projected this year, and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office ( news 
- web sites') said the government will record shortfalls until the $1.35 trillion, 10-year tax cut enacted 
last year expires in 2010. Republicans, who want to make the tax cuts permanent, said the CBO 
numbers are not surprising considering the recession and the costs of the war on terrorism. 

Bush will also tour Sears Manufacturing Co. in Davenport, Iowa, a maker of truck seats. 

The president's record-breaking campaign-cash drive has reeled in more than $111 million for GOP 
candidates this year, in 52 appearances. With Monday's travel to Iowa, he resumes his heavy fund¬ 
raising schedule, although aides had said last month they expected a slowdown after Labor Day. 

Bush raises money in Tennessee on Tuesday for Lamar Alexander ( news - web sites') , a rival for 
the 2000 Republican presidential nomination. Alexander is the second vanquished opponent he is 
trying to elect to the Senate; the other is Elizabeth Dole ( news - web sites) , running in North 
Carolina. 


A multistate swing at the end of the month is expected to include three more fund-raisers. Like the 
trip Monday, the costs will be split between taxpayers and the GOP, because Bush always builds in policy events alongside 
the purely political appearances. 


Bush last attended a fund-raiser on Sept. 5. That makes his 11-day break among the lengthiest he has taken from the fund¬ 
raising tour. Generally, he has not gone more than a week this year without such an event. 


With his official event focused on the economy and budget, the president is trying to show he remains focused on domestic 
concerns, even as the possibility of war with Iraq dominates the debate in Washington. 


But it is politics that has taken Bush to Iowa an eighth time, more than just about any other state. He has visited Pennsylvania 
14 times, Florida 10. 
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dozen truly competitive House races this year, four are in Iowa, all but one in districts now held by 
addition, GOP Rep. Greg Ganske ( news , bio , voting record) is trying to unseat Democratic Sen. Tom Harkin 
record) . 
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determined to avoid a repeat of 2000, when he lost the farm state to Gore by 4,000 votes. 

Bettendorf Mayor Ann Hutchinson, a former Republican, to take on Nussle. He has raised more money but 
opulation center of the district, has business ties and can appeal to potential swing groups including suburban 
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